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1. INTRODUCTION 

The site was The Palace of Westminster. The works were carried out in accordance with 
the RIBA Stage 2 Surveys  CIV002 - Ground Investigation Phase 1 Specification 
document, with reference 00POW-4107-BDP-XX-XX-Y-XX-SW-00088 dated 22/07/2022 
P11 od Statement with reference: 223715-PoW General RAMS 00 
RAG2 dated 30/09/2022 P03. 

 
The report has been prepared in accordance with the current Eurocode Standards, 
including the relevant National Annexes: 

 
 BS EN 1997-1:2004+A1:2013 and National Annex NA to BS EN 1997-1:2004 

 BS EN 1997-2:2007 and National Annex NA to BS EN 1997-2:2007 

2. LIMITATIONS 

This report contains factual information only and forms part of the Ground Investigation 
Report for the project as determined in BS EN 1997-2: 2007. Desktop studies, 
evaluation of geotechnical information and any interpretation of the data obtained 
other than the extrapolation of the test results where appropriate is beyond the scope 
of this report. 
 
The data presented in this report reflects the ground conditions encountered at the 
locations of the investigation points at the time of the investigation. Ground conditions 
may vary away from the investigation locations and it is possible that ground conditions 
other than those indicated in this report may exist at the site. Test results of parameters 
sensitive to seasonal variations such as groundwater may also differ if carried out at a 
different time. 
 
This report has been prepared for Restoration & Renewal Delivery Authority Ltd and is 
based on their specific requirements and instructions and reasonable skill and care have 
been exercised in its preparation in accordance with the technical requirements of the 
brief. Any other party using the information in this report for any other purpose does so 
at their own risk and any duty of care to that party is excluded unless as determined in 
the contract documents of this project. 

3. PROJECT PARTICULARS 

 

Site Location: Palace of Westminster Restoration and 
  Renewal Ground Investigation Phase 1 

Client: Restoration & Renewal Delivery  

 Authority Ltd 

Investigation Supervisor: Geotechnical Consulting Group 
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6.4 Cable Percussion Drilling

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6.4.1 Sampling and Testing during Cable Percussion Drilling 

Bulk and occasionally large bulk samples were taken at regular intervals in the Made 
Ground and thereafter at each change in strata. Undisturbed Thin Walled samples (UT)
and Undisturbed 102mm (U100) nominal diameter samples were taken in accordance 
with EC7 using a down-hole sliding hammer in cohesive material at regular intervals or 
as instructed by the Investigation Supervisor. UT/U samples were not retrieved from 
OPY11, RC17 and SG05.

Standard Penetration Tests (SPT) were carried out at specified intervals or as otherwise 
instructed by the Investigation Superv blowcount values are 
presented in the relevant borehole records. Where an SPT using a split spoon sampler 
was not possible, due to the granular nature of the material, a solid cone was used. The 
SPT hammer calibration sheets are included in Section 11 of this report.

Small, disturbed samples were retrieved from the cutting shoe of the UT/U100 sampler, 
the SPT split spoon sampler and at intervals specified by the Investigation Supervisor.

Environmental samples (tubs, jars and vials) were taken for chemical analysis in the 
Made Ground or at each change of strata and where visual or olfactory evidence of 
contamination was noted or as instructed by the Investigation Supervisor. Following the 
guidance in the ICE Specification for Ground Investigation 3rd Edition - Headspace 
readings for volatile organic compounds (VOC) content were taken in all of the samples 
using a Phocheck Tiger photoionization detector (PID) with a 10.6 eV Krypton PID lamp. 
In accordance with the manufacturers guidelines, the PID was tested with a source of 
vapours at the start of each shift to ensure that it was not blocked and that the 
instrument calibration was within acceptable limits.

The borehole logs are presented in Section 11 of this report.
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10. EXPLORATORY HOLE LOCATION PLAN 




